

Wednesday morning 


My dear Harold: 

Your letters and the Index (xeroxed) from the National Archives were 
awaiting me when I walked in the door last night at midnight. I had just 
flown in from San Francisco with Maggie Field. The two of us went there the 
afternoon of Monday to meet with Keating of Ramparts and a reporter from the 
San Francisco Chronicle who was to do a story of the case, or so we were told. 

I also had a meeting with the staff of the American Conservatory Tte atre which 
is to give a subsidised season of repertory in San Francisco sometime next 
year. Then Penn Jones arrived yesterday morning from Dallas and we lunched 
with him, spent the afternoon gabbing and had dinner before returning to L.A. 

Penn and Bill Turner, the ex F.B.I. sleuth, wer^ to make a joint appearance 
on television or radio last night on one of the local talk-ohone in shows and 
then today Penn has a press conference. I liked Turner immediately and his 
knowledge of the Dallas scf.ne, gleaned of course largely from Penn, was quite 
good. I would like to see him again. (May I send you the Ramparts issue on 
Penn with the Turner article?) 

Our meeting with the Chronicle reoorter was abortive. A complete dis- 
aster. He wasn't really interested ^in M who killed Kennedy". "Does it really 
matter?" he asked. Inasmuch as that was our main ourpose in coming (we had 
prepared a brief, certain exhibits etc., for our presentation and they were 
never used) we were saved from total despair only by Penn's arrival. And then 
he, too, was gloomy about our prospects. Very gloomy indeed. And yet he 
keeps whirling from place to place that one would never know. At least his 
gloom is of a private kind and shared only with close friends. Richard Stark, 
who was at Penn's when I visited them in Midlothian, joined us for dinner 
last night. Penn will do the Mort Sahl show taping on Sunday flying directly 
here from Michigan for the appointment and returning to Dallas on Monday. You 
will be pleased to hear that Sahl held up your book to the camera on last 
Friday's show and gave it a good boost. If only you could come here in person 
sales would become as meaningful as they are in the east. 

The only thing we had wanted to see Keating about was the statement 
attributed to him and to Bishop Pike in New York on Saturday to .the effect 
they would accept the lone assassin theory if the unreleased documents in the 
archives were released and "so proved". Well that's an awful trap to my way 
of thinking. The lone-assassin theory has been killed by what's in the 26 
volumes and the Report itself irrespective of anything else. A call for the 
release of this or that classified document should be made only in conjunction 
with a demand for a new investigation. The trap they fall into was perfedtly 
illustrated by the move yesterday of the release to the archives of the autopsy 
phonographs and X-rays which the Justice Department says was corroborative to 
the findings of the Warren Commission. (See enclosures) 

Your manuscript has indeed arrived and I am pleased to report I've 
read more than half of it carefully and will withold my detailed comments until 
I've put them all together. Maggie gets it the end of the week and will read 
it as rapidly as possible and return it heavily insured (reimbursing you for 
your mailing costs etc.) and enclose her suggestions. We have already jointly 
read and discussed one chapter together. I took it to Sam Francisco as I was 
loathe to lay it aside even overnight*. 

Under separate cover I am enclosing the "blow-up" of the Altgens glossy 
that Maggie made from the one you sent me and now reouest. Unfortunately, it is 
in Lillian's possession and it may take time to secure it. I hope the Substitute 
will suffice. 



